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Reminder of Key Dates for CUAET program

February 24, 2024 will mark the second anniversary of Russia’'s most recent invasion of
Ukraine. As the war goes into its third year, it is important to recognize that many Ukrainians
continue to seek a safe haven in Canada. In March 2022, Canada implemented the Canada-
Ukraine Authorization for Emergency Travel (CUAET) program to create a temporary resident
visa category to quickly respond to the crisis in Ukraine. The CUAET visa allows Ukrainians and
their family members to enter Canada, offering free, extended temporary status and allowing
them to work, study and live in Canada for up to 3 years.

As noted in the March 2023, Seeking Refuge Bulletin Edition 12, there are key dates
announced by the Federal Government that are quickly approaching that all CUAET visa
holders and people supporting them should know:

e July 15, 2023 - Last day when applications for a visitor visa under CUAET were accepted.

e March 31, 2024 - Last day to enter Canada under CUAET measures. Those entering
after this date with a CUAET visa are not eligible for federal supports offered under
CUAET and will need to meet general requirements to enter Canada. March 31, 2024 is
also the last day to extend or change the temporary status in Canada under CUAET.
March 31, 2025 - Last day when Ukrainians and their family members can benefit from
federally funded settlement services that are normally reserved for permanent
residents of Canada.

arrive in 2024 before the March 31, 2024 deadline. As of the end of November 2023, over
936,000 CUAET applications were approved and over 210,000 people have arrived in Canada
under CUAET. It is estimated that more than 21,000 Ukrainians have come to British
Columbia. As we reflect on the experiences of Ukrainians coming to Canada over the past
two years and how communities across B.C. have come together to support them, we should
expect that work will continue to welcome them into our communities.

Other statistics:

e Between April 2022 - March 2023, almost 10,000 CUAET visa holders accessed
settlement services in B.C., the second highest settlement service utilization rate of any
province/territory in Canada. Settlement services in Vernon, B.C, had the highest
number of CUAET clients per capita than any other city/municipality in the province.
More than 17,000 displaced Ukrainians have registered for the B.C. Medical Services
Plan as of December 2023.

Results to date from Operation Ukrainian Safe Haven’s Post-arrival survey showed that
for CUAET visa holders residing in B.C., over 90% of respondents intended to apply for
permanent resident status in Canada.
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AMSSA's B.C. Refugee Resource Network is an initiative to strengthen community capacity
to support resettled refugees and displaced Ukrainians through education, information
dissemination, research and training. The Seeking Refuge bulletin has been created to keep
service providers up-to-date on news, resources, and to provide information on frequently
asked about topics related to recent migrations of displaced Ukrainians and resettled
refugees. If you know someone who would like to receive this bulletin, please share this link.
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