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Family Reunification Program Begins for Survivors of Daesh 

In 2017, the Government of Canada committed to resettling 1,200 survivors of the militant 

organization Daesh (also known as the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant, or ISIL), primarily 

vulnerable women and children. By early 2021 more than 1,400 survivors had resettled in 

Canada, many of these were Yazidis fleeing what the Canadian parliament has classified as a 

genocide in their home region of Sinjar. Thousands of Yazidis remain displaced from their 

homes, both within and outside Iraq; they and other survivors continue to suffer the effects of 

Daesh’s violent regime, much of which was focused on women and children. Accordingly, 

between 2017 and 2021, the Government of Canada twice opened up family reunification 

pathways to help family members of resettled survivors come to Canada.   

Beginning December 1, 2023, a third temporary public policy was opened. This policy will 

accept up to 400 principal applicants and their eligible family members and will close on 

December 31, 2026 or when 400 applications have been received. Principal applicants must 

meet certain eligibility criteria, including having an immediate, extended, or de facto family 

relationship to someone who was resettled to Canada under the previous programs for 

Yazidis and survivors of Daesh, residing in Iraq as an Iraqi national, and planning to live 

outside Quebec. 

Approved applicants will have access to resettlement supports, including income support and 

12 months of mental health support coverage to support their healing from intense trauma. 

Applicants are encouraged to submit their applications soon, as there are limited spaces 

under this special program. 

Operation Ukrainian Safe Haven releases information about 

displaced Ukrainians in B.C.

Operation Ukrainian SafeHaven – Opération havre de paix pour les Ukrainiens (OUSH-OHPU), 

the National Secretariat created in response to displaced Ukrainians arriving in Canada, has 

released new data drawn from their surveys with Ukrainians in Canada. These surveys 

provide valuable information about Canada-Ukraine Authorization for Emergency Travel 

(CUAET) visa holders in Canada and the ways they access services. Since 90% of survey 

respondents in B.C. indicated a desire to apply for permanent resident status, Seeking Refuge 

bulletin subscribers will benefit from this window into the experiences and needs of these 

displaced Ukrainians. 

While over half of CUAET arrivals have settled in Ontario and Alberta, British Columbia has 

welcomed 13.2% of arrivals, the third highest in Canada. From the data collected by OUSH, we 

know that most CUAET holders in B.C. are between the ages of 26 and 40, and approximately 

7% of families have at least one member with a special need or disability. We also know that 

the majority are settling in Metro Vancouver, and that 65% speak English at a beginner or 

intermediate level, while 55% have sought language training services. About 60% hold a 

bachelor’s or master’s degree. In B.C., CUAET holders have experience in many trades, 

including construction, finance, and technology, but only 19% of women and 33% of men 

have found work in their field. Almost 18% of those who have yet to find employment in B.C. 

are struggling to get their professional credentials recognized, compared to 14% nationwide. 

Over 60% of CUAET holders have sought employment support services in B.C. during their job 

search. 

Drawing on data provided by IRCC on settlement service use, OUSH-OHPU found that Metro 

Vancouver served the fourth-most clients of any city in Canada. In B.C., after Metro 

Vancouver, Victoria and Kelowna served the second and third-most number of clients. Vernon 

has the highest number of clients per capita in B.C., followed by Metro Vancouver and 

Dawson Creek. Over 50% of CUAET holders who received federal financial assistance in B.C. 

made use of settlement services. 

OUSH-OHPU continues to work on collecting and analyzing data to provide data-driven 

insights enabling effective resource allocation and identification of priority needs to support 

the settlement and integration process for displaced Ukrainians and the organizations serving 

them. 

The OUSH-OHPU team presented a well received data summary at the Pathways to Prosperity 

national conference in November 2023. This useful one pager summarizes pre-arrival and 

post-arrival data, supports accessed by UAET holders and arrival trends. You can access the 

summary by clicking on the picture below:

Data on CUAET holder arrivals, surveys and settlement service provider reporting, for B.C. as 

well as for the whole of Canada, is available through the OUSH-OHPU Data Portal. 

For regular data insights and resources to support displaced Ukrainians arriving in Canada, 

you can subscribe to OUSH-OHPU’s Safe Haven monthly newsletter by signing up here: Sign 

Up for Safe Haven - OperationUkrainian Safe Haven (ukrainesafehaven.ca)

Happy Holidays from AMSSA, we will return on January 2nd

AMSSA wishes you a wonderful holiday season. Please note that AMSSA's office will be closed 

from December 21, 2023 until January 1, 2024.

Afghans who have 

arrived in Canada 

since August 2021 

as of December 2023:

 43,835

Number of people who 

arrived in Canada 

under CUAET program

since March 2022 

as of November 2023:

210,178

Source: Government of Canada - #WelcomeAfghans: Key Figures,

Government of Canada - Ukraine Immigration Measures: Key Figures
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Please take the time to fill out the feedback survey so AMSSA can make 

Seeking Refuge more relevant to your needs
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AMSSA’s B.C. Refugee Resource Network is an initiative to strengthen community capacity 

to support resettled refugees and displaced Ukrainians through education, information 

dissemination, research and training. The Seeking Refuge bulletin has been created to keep 

service providers up-to-date on news, resources, and to provide information on frequently 

asked about topics related to recent migrations of displaced Ukrainians and resettled 

refugees. If you know someone who would like to receive this bulletin, please share this link.
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