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New Environics Institute survey shows shifting attitudes toward 

immigration

Affordable housing joins inflation and cost of living as the most pressing issues weighing on 

the minds of BC residents in the Environics Institute’s new Focus Canada Fall 2023 report on 

Canadian Public Opinion About immigration & Refugees. Support for immigration has 

dropped since the Fall 2022 report – although 74% of Canadians (73% of British Columbians) 

feel immigration has an overall positive impact on Canada’s economy, only 51% of Canadians 

(50% of British Columbians) disagreed with the statement “Overall, there is too much 

immigration to Canada.” This number has decreased since the Fall 2022 when 69% of 

Canadians (59% of British Columbians) disagreed with this statement.  The number of 

Canadians who feel many people claiming to be refugees are not real refugees has stayed the 

same, but the number of British Columbians who feel that way has increased from 27% in 

2022 to 33% in 2023. 

The perception that newcomers may place more pressure on an already-stressed housing 

market seems to be a major driver of the weakening support for immigration. For 

respondents who felt there was too much immigration to Canada, 41% of British Columbians 

said the reason for this is that immigrants drive up housing prices and/or lead to lack of 

housing for other Canadians, compared to 29% in 2022. Interestingly, the percentage of 

respondents who cited that immigrants are a threat to Canadian culture and values as their 

reason for feeling there was too much immigration dropped from 24% in 2022 to only 8% in 

2023 (6% in BC). Opinions in BC are evenly divided on the effects of refugees on welfare 

systems, but the majority of BC residents still believe that Canada should place a high priority 

on accepting refugees fleeing conflict or persecution (57%). 

Overall, the favour that Canadians express about immigration appears tied to prevailing 

economic conditions. Commitments from the Province of BC and the Government of Canada 

to address concerns about housing availability and affordability may work to offset these 

worries. Canada has also made it a priority to invite newcomers with work experience in 

agriculture, transport, and trades such as carpentry and plumbing, to address labour 

shortages in those industries.

The full Environics Institute 2023 report on Canadian public opinion about immigration and 

refugees, including data tables, is available on their website. 

Canada releases new 2024-2026 Immigration Levels Plan

On November 1, The Honourable Marc Miller, Minister of Immigration, Refugees and 

Citizenship Canada announced the new 2024-2026 Immigration Levels Plan. This plan is 

released annually and outlines the Government of Canada’s targets for permanent resident 

admissions. As Canada strives to balance the critical need for immigrants to address labour 

shortages with possible pressures on infrastructure, including housing and healthcare, the 

updated plan sets the following targets for overall admission of permanent residents:

2024 – 485,000 Permanent Resident admissions

2025 – 500,000 Permanent Resident admissions

2026 – 500,000 Permanent Resident admissions

The targets for 2024 and 2025 match those set by last year’s 2023-2025 Immigration Levels 

Plan; the planned plateau for admissions in 2026 is intended to address the need for 

sustainable population growth. 

However, the target numbers for refugees and protected persons continue to decrease. While 

the intended number of privately sponsored refugees (PSRs) will increase slightly, from 27,505 

in 2023 to 28,250 by 2026, the number of government-assisted refugee (GAR) admissions 

maintains the decrease from last year’s 2023-2025 Immigration Levels Plan, from 25,000 in 

2024 to 15,250 in 2025 and 2026. 

Prior to releasing the Immigration Levels Plan, IRCC also released An Immigration System for 

Canada’s Future report, which outlines action steps to improve Canada’s immigration system. 

These action steps include improving the digital platform for applicants, improving foreign 

credential recognition, integrating important service planning into immigration level plans, 

and developing a framework for agile response to future humanitarian crises.

Immigration continues to be the primary source of population and labour force growth in 

Canada. Economic entries, including those that select for workers with critical and high-

demand skills, continue to make up the majority of admissions. As public attitudes toward 

newcomers shift, the challenge that lies ahead is to support communities and newcomers 

with integration, accommodate each other’s needs and concerns, and work together to build 

a stronger future for Canada.

Detailed information about targets for the 2024-2026 Immigration Levels Plan is available on 

the IRCC website. 

AMSSA and BC Refugee Hub release housing toolkit for front-line 

workers

In response to ongoing challenges faced by newcomer clients in the BC housing market, there 

has been more focus on supporting appropriate housing placement and search by settlement 

service providers. AMSSA and the BC Refugee Hub have partnered to create a toolkit for 

agencies assisting newcomers in securing housing which provides a framework that can be 

built on as their housing services expand. This toolkit brings together useful resources from 

experienced agencies providing housing search services, and includes assessment tools, as 

well as resources for clients including information about the rental process, their rights and 

responsibilities as tenants, and ways to avoid housing-related scams. It also offers resources 

for interfacing with and educating landlords, such as templates for expressions of interest in a 

rental opportunity, cover letters, and references for situations where newcomers may not 

have rental or credit histories in Canada. In addition, it presents innovative practices from 

agencies exploring new programs and partnerships to provide more housing options to 

clients. 

This toolkit is available on the BC Refugee Resource Network Resources page and provides 

downloadable tools for use and adaptation to an agency’s specific needs as well as a guide to 

the rental process and ways for providers to make effective use of the tools provided.

CUAET visa holders eligible for subsidized housing in BC

A recent update from BC Housing added Ukrainians on a Canada-Ukraine Authorization for 

Emergency Travel (CUAET) visa to the list of BC residents eligible to apply for subsidized 

housing. CUAET visa holders join Canadian citizens, permanent residents, government-

assisted refugees, and individuals who have applied for refugee status in meeting residency 

requirements for eligibility.

BC Housing is a Crown corporation reporting to the Minister of Housing that partners with 

local governments, non-profit organizations, Indigenous organizations, and developers to 

provide resources, programs, and supports connected with long-term, temporary, and 

transitional housing. The subsidized housing program offers long-term housing with rents 

tied to the gross household income of low-income BC residents.

Those eligible for the subsidized housing program can apply to the Housing Registry to be 

considered for available managed units for which they qualify, or can apply directly to non-

profits that manage their own application processes. For detailed information on eligibility 

criteria and application processes, visit BC Housing’s subsidized housing program page.

Afghans who have 

arrived in Canada 

since August 2021 

as of October 2023:

 40,415

Number of people who 

arrived in Canada 

under CUAET program

since March 2022 

as of October 2023:

198,642

Source: Government of Canada - #WelcomeAfghans: Key Figures,

Government of Canada - Ukraine Immigration Measures: Key Figures
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Please take the time to fill out the feedback survey so AMSSA can make 

Seeking Refuge more relevant to your needs

Survey

AMSSA’s BC Refugee Resource Network is an initiative to strengthen community capacity to 

support resettled refugees and displaced Ukrainians through education, information 

dissemination, research and training. The Seeking Refuge bulletin has been created to keep 

service providers up-to-date on news, resources, and to provide information on frequently 

asked about topics related to recent migrations of displaced Ukrainians and resettled 

refugees. If you know someone who would like to receive this bulletin, please share this link.
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