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All Welcome Here: An Equity Statement 

 
Context 
 
According to the 2016 Census, British Columbia (B.C) is home to the second-highest number of 
immigrants in Canada, with 28.3% of B.C.’s population being immigrants1. Furthermore, with the 
increasing number of immigrants making Canada their home and over 400,000 permanent 
residents set to be welcomed to Canada each year from 2021 to 20232, B.C.’s population of 
immigrants is also expected to increase. This trend is already apparent from the most recent 
reports by the Province, with its second-highest annual total of international immigration on 
record in 2021, with over 67,000 individuals from abroad making B.C. their home3. 
 
B.C.’s Settlement and Integration sector continues to come together to welcome newcomers, 
including those arriving through humanitarian streams, as a response to various international 

humanitarian emergencies. Canada committed to welcoming 25,000 Syrian refugees by the end 
of February 20164 and has since resettled 44,625 Syrian refugees as of January of 20225. In 
2021, Canada committed to receiving 40,000 Afghan refugees and has since welcomed 13,050 
Afghans as of May 12, 20226. 

Steering away from these traditional resettlement initiatives, in 2022 Canada committed to 
welcoming an unlimited number of Ukrainians as temporary residents through the Canada-
Ukraine Authorization for Emergency Travel program (CUAET)7. Once approved, Ukrainians are 
given temporary residence status, making them eligible for an open work permit and a stay in 
Canada for up to 3 years. Having a temporary residence status, as opposed to being a resettled 
refugee, meant that those arriving under this program would not be eligible for critical federally-
funded settlement supports including housing supports, income supports and case 
management. Taking into consideration the needs of this group, the federal government 
extended the federally funded settlement services to include CUAET arrivals8. However, this 
extension did not include other temporary residents and refugee claimants, who are still not able 
to access federally-funded settlement supports. 

On the provicinal level, the Province of B.C. followed suit by increasing access to several 
provincially regulated programs to those arriving under this special initiative. This included 
measures such as removing the wait-period and fees for medical coverage9 and introducing 
increased access to free K-12 education9, for which temporary residents would not traditionally 
be eligible. The Province also created a special BC Settlement and Integration Services 
eligibility pathway for CUAET arrivals, which gives access to many provincially-funded 
settlement supports that are not open to most Temporary Residents, ResettledRefugees, or 
Refugee Claimants. 
 
While the Settlement and Integration sector recognizes and welcomes the significant efforts and 
innovative approaches made by the Federal and Provincial governments to settle and increase 
access to services to those arriving under CUAET, we call on both levels of government to 
extend such efforts to all newcomers.  
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Equity Statement 
 
The B.C. Settlement and Integration sector is committed to upholding the values of equity, 
diversity, and inclusion in welcoming all newcomers and disrupting practices and systems that 
promote social and racial injustice. We believe that all those fleeing a crisis, whether it be as an 
outcome of war, climate emergency or a threat to one’s safety, should be welcomed to Canada 
regardless of their country of origin, race, gender, sexual orientation, religion or other protected 
characteristics. We also believe that all newcomers, including temporary residents and refugee 
claimants should have equitable access to Municipal, Provincial and Federal government 
supports and services. 
 
About AMSSA 
 
AMSSA (the Affiliation of Multicultural Societies and Service Agencies of BC) is BC’s province-
wide umbrella association with over 80 member organizations who build culturally inclusive 
communities. First established in 1977, AMSSA provides opportunities for its members and 
others in the settlement and integration community to exchange knowledge, build connections 
and engage with government with a unified voice. With a BC-wide perspective, AMSSA works to 
address emerging issues and build capacity for the BC Settlement sector. 
 
This equity statement is being guided by AMSSA’s Immigrant Integration Coordination 
Committee (IICC).  
 
IICC acts as a collective body of experienced sector representatives to provide strategic input, 
facilitate effective consultations as well as develop and improve professional standards in 
service delivery that impact the resettlement, settlement, integration and newcomer support 
services sector. 
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