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Agenda 
 

• CMAS 
• Caring for Syrian Refugee Children Program Guide 
• The Impact of the Refugee Experience on Families 

with Young Children 
• Children’s Settlement Needs 
• How You Can Help 
• Helpful Resources 
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Question 

 
Does your organization offer 
child care support to parents?  
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CMAS 

• Supports Care for Newcomer 
Children (CNC) 

• Supports settlement 
organizations 

• Provides information and 
resources 

 

            cmascanada.ca 
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Fill in the blank... 

 
 
The biggest challenge when 
assisting refugee families with 
young children is: 
 
________________________________ 
(fill in the blank) 
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Caring for Syrian Refugee 

Children: A Program 
Guide for Welcoming 

Young Children & Their 
Families        
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The Impact of the Refugee Experience 
on Families with Young Children 

 
 

•Culture Shock 
•Trauma and Mental Health 
•Separation Anxiety 
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Children’s Settlement Needs 

 
 
• Home Language Maintenance 
• Language Acquisition 
• Dealing with Change 
• Building Social Networks 
• Achieving Well-being 
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Question 

 
 
Do parents / instructors encourage  
children to speak english? 
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Supporting  
Home Language Maintenance 

1. Maintenance of home 
language 

• Learn a few key words and 
use the child’s language 

 

• Talk to parents about why 
it’s important to keep their 
home language 

 

• Have books available in 
the home language 

 

10 10 



Supporting Child Care in the Settlement Community / / Soutenir les services de garde d’enfants dans la communaté d’accueil 

 
 

 Caring for Syrian Refugee Children February 2016 

Supporting Language Acquisition 

1. Maintenance of home  
language 

 
1. Language acquisition 

 

• Use simple and consistent 
language and phrases 

 
• Face the child when you 

talk to them to assist 
their learning 
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Helping Children Deal With Change 

1. Maintenance of home 
language 

 
1. Language acquisition 
 
1. Dealing with change 

 

• The parents’ migration 
experience is different 
from the child's 

 

• Expect children's 
behaviour to change 

 

• Have a gradual separation 
plan 
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Helping Children Develop  
Social Networks 

1. Maintenance of home 
language 

 
 

1. Language acquisition 
 
 

1. Dealing with change 
 
 

1. Developing social 
networks 

 

• Allow child to participate 
in group activities when 
they are ready 

 

• Partner the child to 
encourage friendship and 
build a safety net 
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Supporting Children’s Well-being 

1. Maintenance of home 
language  

2. Language acquisition 
 

1. Dealing with change 
 

1. Developing social 
networks 

2. Achieving well-being 
 

 

Consider the whole child 
 

• Physical health 
• Emotional health 
• Mental health 
• Social experiences 
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Poll 
 
 
How often do you currently work 
with child care staff to support 
families? 
 
1. Never 
2. Not often 
3. Sometimes 
4. Often 
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How You Can Help! 

1.   Work as a team with child care staff 
 

• Be informed about the child care   
• Tell the parents what to expect 
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How You Can Help! 

1. Work as a team with child care staff 
 
1.  Provide information on a child’s settlement 

 
• Maintain the home language 
• Expect the child to have behaviour changes 
• Importance of gradual separation 
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Helpful Resources 

 
• “New in Canada” Parenting Support Series - Health and 

Safety brochures 
• All About Child Care 
• CMASCanada.ca 
• Caring for Syrian Refugee Children: Program Guide for 

Welcoming Young Children and Their Families 
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Thank you! 
Presented by Tricia Doyle 

 
 

17 Fairmeadow Ave. • Suite 211 • Toronto ON • M2P 1W6 • Tel: 416.395.5027 • Toll-free 1.877.677.6899 • Fax: 416-395-5190 • 
www.cmascanada.ca 

Funded by:  Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada / Financé par:  Immigration, Réfugiés et Citoyenneté Canada 

Supporting Child Care in the Settlement Community / Soutenir les services de garde d’enfants dans la communaté d’accueil 
 
 
 

 


