
                                    

 
On behalf of Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) 
and the BC Ministry of Jobs, Tourism and Innovation, (JTI), 
we welcome you to the first in a series of joint updates that 
will provide you with information on the progress of 
settlement transition in British Columbia on a regular basis. 

 
Since Canada’s Budget announcement in April 2012 that the 
federal government will resume the administration of 
settlement services in BC, CIC and JTI have been working 
very closely to make the transition process as smooth as 
possible, with minimal disruption for newcomers and service 
providers. Our common goal remains to work 
collaboratively to ensure on-going seamless access to high 
quality settlement programs and services within funding 
levels. 
 

Progress to-Date 

Since our first face-to-face meeting with sector 
representatives in May 2012 where we committed to keeping 
the sector apprised of our progress, we have achieved some 
key milestones in the areas of approach, governance and 
planning: 
 

- Established an interim Governance structure to guide 
transition of the settlement programming;  
 

- Identified CIC and JTI settlement transition teams; 

 
- Finalized a joint Terms of Reference (ToR) document 

to guide settlement transition planning and 
implementation, with the following principles 
underpinning our collaborative approach to settlement 
transition in BC: 
o A smooth transition to minimize disruption for 

newcomers and service providers; 
o Shared commitment to ensure access to quality 

programs and services; 
o Maintaining quality settlement services within 

funding levels; 
o Stakeholders are well informed regarding the 

transition process and operational procedures; 
and 

o Both CIC and JTI work cooperatively and 
maintain open lines of communication. 

 

 
CIC and JTI are also exploring models for future federal-
provincial cooperation on the coordination of settlement 
services in BC. 
 
CIC and JTI continue to connect on a variety of levels 
through weekly conference calls and face-to-face meetings, as 
needed.  
 
On June 20th, to facilitate transfer of knowledge about BC 
contracting processes, the CIC-JTI transition team spent  
time together learning about BC’s program planning, 
procurement and contract management processes.  
 

Next Steps 
We are working to finalize some key documents in the 
coming months, including a Transition Project Plan and Work 
Plan outlining key milestones and timelines for the transfer 
of knowledge, systems, programs, and funding 
arrangements, the establishment of a CIC settlement office 
in BC, and the formal federal resumption of settlement 
services in BC in April 2014. 
 
Over the next two years, we will continue to keep you 
updated on transition progress including looking at concrete 
opportunities for face-to-face engagement. The recently held 
AMSSA sector regional meetings (May-June 2012) were a 
good opportunity to connect with you and we look forward 
to fall meetings for further sector engagement. 
 
We realize the importance of frequent and consistent 
communication. Both CIC and JTI are committed to 
working cooperatively and maintaining open lines of 
communication with our stakeholders. 
 

 
Deborah Tunis and Robert Godfrey (CIC)  
and 
Deb Zehr and Bindi Sawchuk (JTI)  
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Contact information 
Please direct transition inquiries to JTI 
Attention: Timothy Welsh  
Acting Director, Sector Relations  
Email: Tim.Welsh@gov.bc.ca 
 
Future updates will be available on the CIC and JTI 
websites. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Introducing the lead members of the CIC and JTI 
Transition Team 

 
CIC 
Deborah Tunis, Director General, Integration Policy 
Robert Godfrey, Director General, Western Region 
Bruce Scoffield, Director General, Integration Program 
Management Branch 
Mark Davidson, Director General, International and 
Intergovernmental Relations 

 
 
JTI  
Bindi Sawchuk, Executive Project Director, BC Settlement 
Transition 
Deb Zehr, Executive Director, Immigrant Integration and 
Multiculturalism 
Ben Pollard, Director Performance Management, 
Immigrant Integration and Multiculturalism 
Lucy Swib, Director, Program and Regional Operations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

CIC National Call for Proposals 2012 
 

CIC launched a national Call for Proposals (CFP) for 
the Settlement and Resettlement programs on August 
1st, 2012. As JTI is currently administering settlement 
program funding through the Canada-BC Immigration 
Agreement, proposals for Settlement services or 
activities in the province of BC will not be eligible 
under this CFP.  
 
Please note that proposals for funding under the 
Resettlement Assistance Program (RAP) in BC are 
eligible under this call, as CIC continues to manage 
this program in BC. 
 
Please note as well that prospective applicants from 
BC may apply for funding of national/international 
projects under both the settlement and resettlement 
programs. 
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